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however, not straightforward because the safety requirements for each 
installation must be assessed before a decision can be made.

Property owners typically ask: “My garage is separate from my house and 

house with a mixed circuit to the separate garage, now the other party 

Misinterpretation of the requirements

The code is there to govern the safety of the electrical installation as far 
as may be reasonable.

For example, the code instructs us to protect the conductors and ensure 

Electricians and parties who use the code tend to sometimes forget that 

people and property from anything that may cause harm. Disagreements 
usually begin when an interpretation of the code is over complicated, and 

applications’, which could have various alternatives to ensure a safe result 
is achieved.

some of the wording in the code could be clearer such as in the  

simply reading clauses out of context. 

Standard

of distribution boards in separate parts of the property.

6.9 Disconnecting devices
 

 be controlled by a sub-main switch-disconnector to disconnect
  a) that part of the installation, or
  b) individual circuits and appliances.

distribution board, but it does mention a “sub-main switch-disconnector” 
as the requirement. Therefore, there must be means to disconnect that 
part of the installation. 

3.79.2 switch-disconnector

NOTE A switch-disconnector was known as an “on-load isolator”.

disconnect a circuit or a part of the installation. 

There are many ways in which disconnection can take place and can either 

similar to what the main switch or point of control achieves for the entire 

multiple distribution boards can be an expensive exercise and it’s not often 

DB or no DB? 
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feasible to do this. Therefore, the design parameters of the installation 

they were living in the area and spending most of their time in the portion 
of the premises where there would be a higher risk of a fault occurring. 
Therefore, a better, more localised form of protection may be required. 

providing means of disconnecting a pool pump or gate motor. To achieve 
this, there are a number of methods of disconnection, such as within arm’s 
reach or disconnection in the distribution board by means of a circuit 

lock out and work safely on the circuit.

5.3.8 Positioning and accessibility of electrical equipment
Electrical equipment shall be so positioned that …
b) it is readily accessible for installation, replacement, operation, testing, 

switch). All parts of the installation shall be accessible without the need 
to enter any adjoining premises (for example, in an apartment building),
NOTE Common areas (such as passages and entrance halls) are not 
regarded as adjoining areas.

code could be made simpler for the average person to understand.  For 
example, to rather refer to “common areas” or “outside the boundaries of 
the installation” to better understand the principle of “adjoining premises”. 

So to interpret “adjoining premises” in the simplest terms, it would refer to 

risks to be considered: Does the tenant have access to disconnect the part 
of the installation they are renting? 

This would have to be provided as required to ensure that disconnection 
can take place.

7.8 Temporary installations
 7.8.3 Isolation

 
 such as a vehicle, a stand, or a unit, intended to be occupied  

 
 such installation shall be provided with its own readily accessible  

markets and concerts because of the inherent risks to people and property, 

This helps quick operation if anything does go wrong.

Typical scenario: Houses

Typically, the designs for houses range from a separate garage or granny 

on a part of the premises. All the various scenarios would have to be 
looked at individually, taking into account the risk involved versus the 

intended uses.

A. The installation has garages that are fed from a communal supply via 
a mixed supply, or it simply supplies a light. This is common in high 

common property. 

contains a light and a plug. This is common in complexes where the 
houses are next to each other, and all the garages are in a separate 

operation and activities in the garages would typically be limited to 
parking vehicles. 
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and overseen by a competent person.

have had to assess the risks to determine whether the cost of placing a 

Typical scenario: Communes

and are often used for student accommodation near universities and 
technikons. There are many ways to ensure safety in these environments 

with a breaker and a meter located in a central accessible common area 
or placed individually in each room. There are many more scenarios, but 
questions are usually asked about these three. 

When is a DB required?

involved in each situation, but the main priority is to ensure that the 

disconnecting devices.

is not necessarily reasonable to have the disconnecting device for power 
as it will always be accessible to the user of the premises and especially 
where the installation was designed and built by another electrician 
years ago as will be explained when we look into application on existing 
installations.

Existing Installations

ground up would have to comply with the new installation requirements 
 

remember the yardstick generally used to measure safety and conformance 
with the standards, is changed according to the requirements stipulated 

himself or herself by means of an inspection and test that —
(a) a new electrical installation complies with the provisions of 
regulation 5(1) and was carried out under his or her general control; 
or (b) an electrical installation which existed prior to the publication of 
the current edition of the health and safety standard incorporated into 
these Regulations in terms of regulation 5(1), complies with the general 
safety principles of such standard; or …

    and 

for the original installation or the design thereof. The contractor inspecting 
the installation would have to justify the cost to upgrade an installation 

upgrade and weigh this with the safety aspect to determine eligibility. 
More often than not, there are no incidents that justify an upgrade or 
additional protection and, in such cases, the installation is often left in a 

Conclusion

with the local bylaws and under the watch of the municipal inspector is not 

completely changing the requirements for the area and the risks remain 

a garage, why change it.

places and potential protection points; and secondly, it gives the user the 
option of further expansion of their installations in the future, which is 
always good to have. 

recommended does not mean that it is a minimum safety requirement.

look at the design; if it is designed as a garage and sold as a garage and 

then the new user would have the responsibility to have the installation 
cater for his needs.

The ECA’s Regional Directors, Chris Koen and Cecil Lancaster and the Technical 

clear up any uncertainty when it comes to interpreting the code. 


