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Over the past two to three years, there have been various opinions 

the AC portion fed from an inverter.

YES

YES

YES

NO

There have been statements made discrediting portions of standards to 
suit a narrative advocated by certain individuals and associations and 

claim stakes in our industry.  

I would caution people to rather petition a change in legislation through 
the correct channels prior to twisting the legislation to suit prerogatives. 

infest and create anarchy. 

sources only is contrary to the regulation, whereas it applies to all sources 

1000v, it intention being to cover all parts of the consumer installation.

‘supplier’ means any 
person who supplies or contracts or agrees to supply electricity to 
that electrical installation; and

‘point of consumption

Provided 

‘point of control the point at which an electrical installation 

the electricity supplied from the point of supply

premises;

‘point of supply the point at which electricity is supplied to 
any premises by a supplier;

‘electrical installation any machinery, in or on any premises, 
used for the transmission of electricity from a point of control to 
a point of consumption anywhere on the premises, including any 
article forming part of such an electrical installation irrespective of 
whether or not it is part of the electrical circuit

(a) any machinery of the supplier
on the premises;

isolating transformer;
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of hybrid. As far as batteries are concerned, they are still covered in SANS 

starts from a PV module or a set of PV modules
up to 

the user installation or the utility supply point

they furnish them with a registration which comes attached to a letter 

registration at any given time.

a body, and based on proof of competency achieved, meaning you have 

Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA), whereas electricians and 
contractors do not have a formal body, and currently registration is 

They are responsible for guidance on the minimum requirements to register 

The most important thing to remember about registrations are that 

premise being to ‘stay in your lane’; to keep to your competencies.

• An electrical engineer cannot act as a mechanical engineer.

• An IE cannot act as a MIE.

• An Electrician cannot act as a plumber.

11. Application for Registration as a Registered Person

(a) has 
installations in the category for which the application is being 
made; and

practical experience in respect of the electrical 

testing and inspection of the type of electrical installation 
for which application is being made
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Persons

electrician and the Master Installation Electrician, and impose limitations 
based on proven competencies, as demonstrated to the Chief Inspector 

‘registered person

‘electrical tester for single-phase

electrical installations supplied by a single-phase 
electricity supply at the point of control, excluding specialised 
electrical installations;

‘installation electrician

any 
electrical installation, excluding specialised electrical installations;

‘master installation electrician

any electrical installation;

“electrical tester for single-phase

electrical 
installations supplied by a single-phase electricity supply;

“installation electrician” means a person registered as an installation 

any electrical installation excluding specialised 
electrical installations: Provided that this exclusion shall come into 

;

“

“master installation electrician

any 
electrical installation;

Application for registration as an accredited person

;
theory applicable to 

laid down

standards applicable to electrical installations, shall at the 

chief inspector shall furnish 

restrictions as he may deem necessary.

outright due to the regulations themselves being onerous in nature and 

and the limitation that they work below the point of control added in 

Requirements to Register

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Engineering 5 Years Experience

N2 or Grade 11 
(Equivalency)

Competence in 

electrical assessment
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Option 1 and 2 both have relatively good theoretical and practical 

be Option 3 with no formal training required.

of Option 3.

Competencies
Looking deeper into competencies we will be focussing on Option 3 as 
the lowest point of entry, as Options 1 and 2 have resonance with the IE 

The requirements, as followed closely from the Guidelines published by 

be provided without specifying what experience is required where we have 
noticed false letters and simple experience regarding electrical installation 

type of current that requires thousands of rands of training to understand, 

more measurable and a formal (statutory) examination on the application 
of the standard is more suitable. 

To highlight just one

arc well over 20mm. This means that incorrect installations or enclosures 
can cause substances to ignite, whereas AC sees only the formation of a 
spark, as the arc gets broken by the sinusoidal waveform minimising risk 
exponentially. 

always limited them to the simpler tasks as their accountability levels are 
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limited as they have not been statutorily assessed on their knowledge of 
their legislation and safety standards.

Misconception: DC and AC are the same thing

basic words do not
intention, 

of the English language.

not

context.

phase - noun

system

single-phase - adjective

direct current —abbreviation DC - noun

After having looked at the law we look at the safety standards and SABS 

as written, not in part.
Design and construction

other than in accordance with 
a health and safety standard incorporated into these Regulations 

. 

L previously.

the chief inspector at the time would have had to consider the risks of 

the decision. And yet they didn’t consider a partial acceptance lower 

installations etc quite widely.

writing it the way it was, and currently stands. Industry accepts Annexure 

The basis here is that it was never a problem with previous Chief Inspectors 

the importance of the interpretation brings the committee who wrote 
it into disrepute. The industry has accepted the guidance of Annex M 
for over 30 years and only recently, when the question surrounding the 
informative nature of the Annex arose, has it been brought into question 
and skewed to suit a narrative.
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M has been removed due to it being regulatory in nature. 
Since it has also been the cause of many arguments, it has 

Cheapening the Importance of the 

become an IE as then most businesses would simply use the 

no provable theory on anything electrical, and on AC your 

knowledge via trade test, N3 and installation rules.

There are many statements from various parties on the 

hard done by the interpretation we present and numerous 
persons and institutions have expressed their dislike of the 
ECA statement.

measure. And as an introduction to the contracting industry, 

outside the competencies of the registration places the 

There have also been references to persons delivering an 
opinion on the matter from the department verbally. This 

referenced it is all we have to rely on.

would be a discussion the whole of the industry should 
invest in.


